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that tke said beggars should be confined to their own parishes ;
that, they should wear their badges well sewn upon one of
their shoulders, always visible, on pain of being whipped and
turned out of town; or whatever legal punishment may be
thought proper and effectual. But, by the wrong way of
thinking in some clergymen, and the indifference of others,
this method was perpetually defeated, to their own con-
tinual disquiet, which they do not ill deserve; and if the
grievance affected only them, it would be of less consequence,
because the remedy is in their own power. But all street-
walkers, and shopkeepers bear an equal share in this hourly
vexation

I never heard more than one objection against this ex-
lord mayors did apply themselves to the lord Archbishop of Dublin, that
his grace would direct his clergy, and his churchwardens of the said
city, to appoint badges of brass, copper, or pewter, to be worn by the
poor of the several parishes The badges to be marked with the initial
letters of the name of each church, and numbered I, 2, 3, etc , and to be
Mrell sewed and fastened on the right and left shoulder of the outward
gaiment of each of the said poor, by which they might be distinguished.
And that none of the said poor should go out of their own parish to beg
alms; whereof the beadles were to take care.

" His grace the lord Archbishop, did accordingly give his direc-
tions to the clergy; which, however, have proved wholly ineffectual,
by the fraud, perverseness, or pride of the said poor, several of them
openly protesting* * they will never submit to wear the said badges/
And of those who received them, almost every one keep them in their
pockets, or hang them in a string about their necks, or fasten them
under their coats, not to be seen, by which means the whole design is
eluded; so that a man may walk from one end of the town to another,
without seeing one beggar regularly badged, and in such great numbers,
that they are a mighty nuisance to the public, most of them being
foreigners.

"It is therefore proposed, that his grace the lord Archbishop would
please to call the clergy of the city together, and renew his direc-
tions and exhortations to them, to put the affair of badges effectu-
ally in practice, by such methods as his grace and they shall agree
upon. And I think it would be highly necessary that some paper should
be pasted up in seveial proper parts of the city, signifying this order,
and exhorting all people to give no alms except to those pooi who are
regularly badged, and only while they are in the precincts of their own
parishes And if something like this were delivered by the ministers in
the reading-desk two or three Lord's-days successively, it would still be
of further use to put this matter upon a right foot. And that all who
offend against this regulation shall be treated as vagabonds and sturdy
beggars." [T. S.]